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1. AS AGREED REFTEL, THE CCD WESTERN GROUP (CANADA, ERG, 

ITALY, JAPAN, NETHERLANDS, UK AND US) MET MAY 23 TO 
DISCUSS STRATEGY ON MACHINERY ISSUE. IT WAS GENERALLY 
AGREED THAT IT WAS NECESSARY FOR THE WESTERN GROUP, IN 
PARTICULAR AND ULTIMATELY OTHER MEMBERS OP THE CCD TO 
REACH A COMMON VIEW ON THE QUESTION OF CHANGES TO THE 
INTERNATIONAL MACHINERY DEALING WITH DISARMAMENT ISSUES, 
POCUSSING ATTENTION PRIMARILY ON THOSE ISSUES DIRECTLY 
RELATED TO REFORM OF THE CCD. THREE PRIMARY CONCERNS 
POR THE CCD WERE IDENTIPIED : (1) STRENGTHENING LINK 
BETWEEN THE CCD AND THE UN WITHOUT SUBORDINATING CCD TO 
UN; (2) MAINTENANCE OF THE PRINCIPLE OF CONSENSUS; AND 

(3) MAINTENANCE OP CCD AUTONOMY. 

2. IN GENERAL DISCUSSION OF POSSIBLE FRENCH PARTICIPATION 
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IN THE CCD OR ANY MULTILATERAL DISARMAMENT NEGOTIATING 
PORUM, US REP (FISHER) STATED THAT THE PRENCH WOULD NOT 
TOLERATE SIMPLY REFORM OF THE CCD, BUT SOUGHT ITS TOTAL 
DISSOLUTION. HE POINTED OUT THAT THE PRENCH APPEARED TO 
ATTACH SYMBOLIC IMPORTANCE TO THE DEMISE OP THE CCD, BUT 
ADDED THAT THERE DID NOT SEEM TO BE BROAD SUPPORT POR THE 
PRENCH PROPOSALS AND THAT THE PRENCH WERE NOT LOBBYING 
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VERY ACTIVELY TO OBTAIN SUCH SUPPORT. FURTHERMORE, HE 
SAID HE DID NOT BELIEVE THE FRENCH WOULD PARTICIPATE IN 
ANY MULTILATERAL DISARMAMENT NEGOTIATING BODY, WHETHER A 
REFORMED CCD OR AN ENTIRELY NEW NEGOTIATING BODY, IN THE 
IMMEDIATE EUTURE. THE DUTCH (MEERBURG), CANADIANS (JAY), 

AND ITALIANS (VINCI) WERE NOT QUITE AS PESSIMISTIC REGARD- 
ING POSSIBLE FRENCH PARTICIPATION, HOWEVER, AND EXPRESSED 
THE VIEW THAT THE ERENCH WERE SIMPLY LOOKING EOR AN EXCUSE 
WHICH WOULD ENABLE THEM TO PARTICIPATE IN MULTILATERAL 
DISARMAMENT NEGOTIATIONS WITHOUT LOSING EACE IN LIGHT OE 
PREVIOUS ERENCH POSITION. 

3. IT WAS GENERALLY AGREED THAT THE WESTERN GROUP SHOULD 
BEGIN DISCUSSING THE SPECIFICS WHICH EACH OE THE PROPOSALS 
CONTAINED IN THE MACHINERY SECTION OF THE PROGRAM OP ACTION 
(A/S - 10/1) WOULD ENTAIL, SO AS TO DETERMINE WHICH 
PROPOSALS WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE TO THE WESTERN GROUP AND NOT 
HAMPER THE EFPECTIVENESS OP A MULTILATERAL DISARMAMENT 
NEGOTIATING BODY. IT WAS ALSO AGREED THAT ANY DECISION 
REGARDING REPLACEMENT OF THE CURRENT CO-CHAIRMANSHIP SYSTEM 
IN THE CCD WOULD BE CONTINGENT UPON DEVELOPMENT OF AN 
ACCEPTABLE PACKAGE OP REPORMS TO THE EXISTING INTERNATIONAL 
MACHINERY EOR DISARMAMENT. 

4. AT WORKING LEVEL WESTERN GROUP MEETING, MAY 24, IT WAS 
UNDERSTOOD THAT WESTERN GROUP WORK ON MACHINERY WOULD NOT 
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INCLUDE DRAPTING OF SPECIFIC LANGUAGE ON MACHINERY SECTION, 
BUT ONLY DISCUSSIONS TO DETERMINE ACCEPTABILITY OP THE 
VARIOUS PROPOSALS. POUR GENERAL ISSUES DIRECTLY RELATED 
TO THE EUTURE OP THE CCD WERE IDENTIFIED : 

A. SHOULD THE CCD OR A POSSIBLE NEW MULTILATERAL DIS- 
ARMAMENT NEGOTIATING BODY BE MADE A PART OP THE UN SYSTEM? 

ALL AGREED THAT THE LEGAL RESTRICTIONS OP SUCH A MOVE 
NEEDED TO BE INVESTIGATED BEPORE ANY WESTERN GROUP DECISION 
ON THIS QUESTION IS MADE. 

B. WHAT SHOULD THE LINK BE BETWEEN THE CCD AND THE UN? 

SHOULD THE CCD SUBMIT INTERIM PROGRESS REPORTS TO THE UN 
MORE FREQUENTLY? SHOULD THE UN BE RESPONSIBLE EOR FIXING 
THE AGENDA OP THE CCD? SHOULD THE REPRESENTATIVE OP THE 
UNSYG BE ABLE TO PRESENT PROPOSALS TO THE CCD ON BEHALF OF 
THE UN? 

IT WAS GENERALLY AGREED THAT THE UN SHOULD NOT BE ABLE TO 
PIX THE CCD'S AGENDA BECAUSE SUCH A MOVE WOULD DIMINISH 
CCD AUTONOMY. THE ITALIANS WERE INTERESTED IN GAINING 
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SUPPORT FOR THEIR PROPOSAL THAT THE CCD SUBMIT INTERIM 
REPORTS MORE FREQUENTLY, BUT THE REST OF THE WESTERN GROUP 
WAS UNWILLING TO COMMIT THEMSELVES TO SUCH SUPPORT 
BELIEVING THAT CCD REPORTING TO THE UN, AS REVISED IN 
APRIL 1977, WAS ADEQUATE. THE US SAID THE QUESTION OF 
ALLOWING THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNSYG TO PRESENT 
PROPOSALS IN THE CCD ON BEHALF OF THE UN WOULD HAVE TO BE 
REVIEWED IN WASHINGTON. SHE POINTED OUT US CONCERNS THAT, 
IN LIGHT OF SOVIET CONTROL OF UN DISARMAMENT SECTION, THE 
UNSYG REPRESENTATIVE WOULD BE PUTTING FORWARD SOVIET 
PROPOSALS WHICH WOULD BE GIVEN ADDED WEIGHT OF A UN STAMP 
OF APPROVAL. IT WAS GENERALLY AGREED THAT THIS QUESTION 
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WOULD HAVE TO BE REVIEWED FURTHER. 

C. SHOULD THE CCD EXPAND MEMBERSHIP? IF SO, SHOULD SEATS 
BE PERMANENT OR ROTATING? SHOULD OBSERVER STATUS BE 
CREATED? 

ALL AGREED THAT EXPANSION WAS INEVITABLE AND PREFERRED 
ACCEPTING 4 TO 5 NEW PERMANENT MEMBERS, BUT IN ANY CASE 
NOT TO EXCEED 40 MEMBERS IN ANY MULTILATERAL NEGOTIATING 
BODY. THE IDEA OF ESTABLISHING ROTATING SEATS WAS 
NOT SUPPORTED, WITH ALL AGREEING THAT ROTATION OF MEMBERS, 
EVEN JUST A FEW, WOULD NOT PROVIDE CONTINUITY IN THE 
NEGOTIATING PROCESS. THE QUESTION OF CREATING OBSERVER 
STATUS WAS DEFERRED TO A LATER MEETING. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


D. SHOULD THE CCD CO-CHAIRMANSHIP BE ABOLISHED AND RE- 
PLACED BY A BUREAU? A CHAIRMAN APPOINTED BY THE UNSYG 
AETER CONSULTATIONS WITH MEMBERS OE THE CCD? 

IT WAS GENERALLY FELT THAT THE CO-CHAIRMANSHIP COULD BE 
GIVEN UP AS A "LAST CARD" INDUCEMENT FOR SSOD DELS TO 
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REACH AGREEMENT ON MACHINERY LANGUAGE ACCEPTABLE TO ALL. 
REFERENCE LEANED TOWARD A SINGLE CHAIRMAN RATHER THAN A 
BUREAU. IT WAS AGREED THAT THIS QUESTION WOULD BE 
CONSIDERED FURTHER FOLLOWING RESOLUTION OF OTHER ISSUES. 

IN ADDITION TO ISSUES ABOVE, IT WAS GENERALLY AGREED THAT 
WORK ON THE COMPREHENSIVE PROGRAM ON DISARMAMENT SHOULD 
BE DONE IN THE MULTILATERAL NEGOTIATING FORUM AND THAT NO 
STANDING SUB-COMMITTEE SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED. 

5. WESTERN GROUP WILL MEET AGAIN TO DISCUSS MACHINERY 
ISSUES AFTERNOON, MAY 25. YOUNG 
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